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typically known as reservations. These 
lands follow the laws of the tribe, not 
those of the state or the United States, 
so law enforcement is handled by tribal 
police. For instance, the Acoma Tribe, 
located in New Mexico, maintains the 
Pueblo of Acoma Law Enforcement 
Services, a tribal police agency serving 
the people of the famed “Sky City.” If a 
tribe does not have its own police depart-
ment, then typically the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs Police (a federal law enforcement 
agency) performs these duties.

Federal Law Enforcement
The United States does not have a 
national police force. Our federal govern-
ment does, however, maintain a number 

of special jurisdiction police agencies that serve specific functions (see Figure 
6.6).43 These range from small police agencies such as the one located at the 

Tribal police enforce tribal laws, which are different from local, state, and federal laws.
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